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Ist woman 
to teach 
history at 
ASU retires 


Harvard grad Warnicke 
has written seven books 


Anne Ryman Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When Retha M. Warnicke started 
teaching at Arizona State University in 
the late 1960s, she was the first woman 
hired in a history department of two 
dozen men. 

It was a time when women wore 


dresses or skirts to work — never 
slacks. 

Workplace policies 

hadn't caught up to the 

changing demographics, 


and ASU had no mater- 
nity leave for faculty. 
When she had her sec- 
ond child over Thanks- 
giving break in 1974, she 
took less than a week off. 
Her students gave her a 
standing ovation upon returning. 

As the first woman in her depart- 
ment, Warnicke served as aa role model 
at a time when universities had few 
women with doctorate degrees. 

She was among the first class of 
women to graduate with a degree from 
Harvard University in 1963. Before that, 
women received degrees from Radcliffe 
College, even if they took Harvard 
courses. 

She later earned a Ph.D. from Har- 
vard and was promoted to assistant 
professor at ASU in1973. She had a fam- 
ily and a career at a time when that was 
uncommon. 

“She managed to do it all,” said Philip 
Soergel, a former ASU history professor 
who is chairman of the University of 
Maryland Department of History. He 
was hired by ASU in 1989 and worked 
with Warnicke until 2005. 

Warnicke, now 78, retired Jan. 1after 
nearly five decades on the job. 

While at ASU, she wrote seven books 
on English history, including a best- 
seller about Anne Boleyn that chal- 
lenged conventional notions surround- 
ing the doomed, second wife of King 
Henry VIII. 

It was so unusual for a woman to 
have a Harvard degree in the late 1960s 
that The Phoenix Gazette ran a story on 
the recent graduate and her young son, 
Robert, headlined “Harvard Grad is Val- 
ley Mom.” 

The article, written by a female col- 
umnist, said the 29-year-old planned to 
teach at ASU in the fall of 1969, but not- 
ed the position wasn’t permanent. 

“Perhaps her qualifications are too 
staggering,” the columnist wrote, taking 
a not-so-subtle dig at the university. 


Retha M. 
Warnicke 


Humble beginnings 


Warnicke, née Retha Biggs, was born 
in a rural Kentucky farmhouse with no 
electricity or running water. The bath- 
room was an outhouse. 

Her father, Joseph, worked as a ten- 
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CARDINALS COACH 
ARIANS TO RETIRE 


Sunday’s game marked 50th win with Arizona 


On Sunday, Arizona Cardinals coach Bruce Arians became the winningest coach 


in franchise history. e On Monday, Arians announced his retirement in an emo- 


tional press conference at the team’s Tempe training facility. e Arians told his 


players of his decision after Sunday’s victory over the Seattle Seahawks, but 


none of them leaked the news. He departs the NFL on his own terms, a rarity for 


head coaches, after five seasons with the team. e “There’s no greater feeling in 


the world than knowing young players have your back,” Arians said. 1C 


Arizona Cardinals head coach Bruce Arians announces his retirement at the Tempe training 


facility on Monday. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Snake reappears amid Colorado River restoration 


Joshua Bowling Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The year was 2015 and, as biologist 
Michael Lester recalls, he was walking a 
familiar trail near the Colorado River 
looking for birds when he saw a long ob- 
ject on the ground and thought, “There 
wasn't a stick there before.” 

He was right — and it wasn’t a stick. 

It was a northern Mexican garter 
snake, which was designated as a 
threatened species the year before and 
hadnt been seen along the Colorado 
River for the past 11 years. 

Lester was working as a seasonal 
technician for a bird research group at 
Beal Lake on the Havasu National Wild- 
life Refuge. 


“When I got back to our shared hous- 
ing, I mentioned to my field crew leader, 
‘Oh yeah, I saw a garter snake today, pret- 
ty nonchalantly,” he recalled in an inter- 
view. “She had this look on her face, and 
she was like, ‘What are you talking 
about? There are no garter snakes in this 
area.” 

Lester showed her a photo he took of 
it, and they sent it to the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department and U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service for verification. 

They verified it, he recalled, and they 
knew they had made an unlikely discov- 
ery. 

The Colorado River, heavily dammed 
and in demand, is far from the river it 


See SNAKE, Page 7A 


The northern Mexican garter snake 
was rediscovered along the Colorado 
River in 2015, 111 years since it had last 
been seen. 

JEFF SERVOSS/U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT V&S, 3A 


Marcelo Encheverria and Daisy Villalobos hold their 
baby, Emma, at Banner Estrella Medical Center in 
Phoenix on Monday. Emma was born 20 seconds into 
the new year. PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 


@ usa TODAY 


Deep freeze is expected 
to keep its hold for days 


A huge swath of the country is starting 2018 with 
brutal cold and dangerous wind chills as low tem- 
peratures are forecast to linger across much of the 
East Coast, Midwest and South in coming days. 1B 
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University gets $6M gift 


Ottawa University Arizona alumni Jim and Jeanne 
O’Dell donated $6 million to fund an athletic center 
in Surprise. That campus opened in 2017. 3A 


Up to the minute Weather 


Get the latest news at 
azcentral.com 


High 73° X Low 51° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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